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Monthly Co-op
November Trivia: Vernon Electric Co-op had big plans for a festive 
25th Anniversary at its Annual Meeting in 1961, but a tragic car 
accident causing the death of the Co-op’s general manager, his wife, 
board president and board treasurer put a damper on the proceedings. 
Which U.S. President and rural electric co-op proponent sent a personal 
telegram to be read at that annual meeting expressing his condolences?

Answer: John F. Kennedy

December Trivia: 
How many members does 
Vernon Electric Cooperative 
serve per mile of line?

     a)  5 members
     b)  25-30 members
     c)  50-60 members

(See next month’s 
newsletter for answer.)

Happy Holidays

This holiday season, Vernon Electric Co-op 
would like to thank all members who made 

donations to support fellow community members 
throughout 2022. Your kindness and generosity 
are appreciated.

We reflect on some meaningful donations Vernon 
Electric has made to our local communities this 
year. One of our seven Cooperative Principles is 
“Concern for Community,” and we’re proud to 
share our support.

Scholarships
In 2022, Vernon Electric awarded 20 individuals 
with scholarships for continuing education. Of 
those, 17 were provided a $750 scholarship, one 
person received a $750 non-traditional student 
scholarship, and two graduates earned $1,000 
line worker scholarships.

Coon Creek Fire Commission
A $356,086 no-interest loan was awarded to 
the Coon Creek Fire Commission to help fund a 
new fire engine. Vernon Electric received a Rural 
Economic Development Grant in the amount of 
$296,500 from the United States Department of 
Agriculture and bolstered those funds to provide 
an interest-free loan. As the money is paid back to 
Vernon Electric over a 10-year period, those funds 
will go into a revolving loan fund to provide future 
economic development loans.

Meat Giveaway
Fairgoers at this year’s Vernon County Fair had 
the opportunity to donate $1 for one entry into 
our Meat Giveaway for their chance at winning 
one of five $100 gift certificates to a local meat 
locker, courtesy of Vernon Electric. Donations 
totaled $716 and were given to Bethel Butikk Food 
Pantry to use in serving people in need in our 
communities. 

Kickapoo High School Science Club
A $510 donation from Vernon Electric, Richland 
Electric and Dairyland Power Cooperatives was 
presented to the Kickapoo High School Science Club. 
This donation was part of the Touchstone Energy 
Balloon’s visit to the Viola Horse and Colt Show 
in September. 
Their school’s 
SeaPerch Team 
will use the 
money to build 
an aquatic robot 
for competition 
with other high 
schools across 
the nation. 

Operation Christmas
Thank you to all who dropped off new and gently 
used toys at our office in November to go toward 
Bethel Butikk’s “Operation Christmas”. These toys 
have been delivered to Bethel Butikk in Westby and 
will serve as special gifts to children who may not 
otherwise receive presents this holiday season.

You Can Help
Looking toward 2023, you can positively impact the 
lives of others through our Operation Round Up 
program. Through this program, you can volunteer 
to have your electric bill “rounded up” to the 
nearest dollar and have that change donated to the 
Operation Round Up Trust Fund. For example, if your 
electric bill was $90.51, we would round it up to 
$91.00 and put $0.49 in the Trust Fund. On average, 
you would be donating about $6.00 per year if you 
participated. Vernon Electric Co-op has about 10,000 
members, and by joining forces, we could have a 
tremendous impact and make this an even better 
place to live. Thank you for your consideration of 
signing up for Operation Round Up.

‘Tis the Season of Giving 



The information in this newsletter has been prepared for you by Courtney Moser, communications 
specialist. Comments or questions regarding information contained here should be directed to:
VERNON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
110 Saugstad Rd; Westby, WI 54667 
Call (608) 634-3121 or 1-800-447-5051.

www.vernonelectric.org • E-mail: info@vernonelectric.org 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Get Help 
with Overdue 
Home Bills
The pandemic has financially 
impacted thousands of Wisconsin 
families.

If you’re finding it hard to make 
ends meet, Wisconsin Help for 
Homeowners is a new statewide 
program that can help with 
overdue bills like your electricity, 
mortgage payment, property taxes 
and utilities, including internet.

Who Can Apply
If you are a homeowner:

• Single-family home
• Duplex
• Condo
• Manufactured home

If you have been financially 
impacted by COVID-19:

• Fewer paid hours at work
• Loss of wages
• Job loss
• Increased household costs

You can apply even if you haven’t 
been sick with COVID-19.

Visit HomeownerHelp.WI.gov or call 
1-855-2HOMEWI to learn more.

In 2023, scholarships will be made available to 
students whose parent(s) or legal guardian(s) are a 
member of Vernon Electric Cooperative. High school 

seniors will each receive a $750 scholarship for the 
college or university they decide to attend. Funding for 
the scholarships comes from unclaimed capital credit 
checks which are forfeited to the Federated Youth 
Foundation. This Foundation, in turn, makes this money 
available for youth scholarships to Vernon Electric 
Cooperative. A Non-Traditional and Line Worker 
scholarship will also be offered.

Applicants from each of the high schools listed below, 
plus one at-large applicant, will be chosen in a 
random drawing at the January Board Meeting from all 
the completed and verified applications received. Each 
applicant, or one of the applicant’s parents or legal 
guardians, are welcome, but not required, to be present 
during the drawing.

• La Farge
• Onalaska Luther
• Royal
• Sparta
• Viroqua
• Westby
• Wonewoc
• Youth Initiative High 

School

Scholarships Available from VEC 

Of all the seniors, six will be eligible to attend the 
Youth Leadership Conference (YLC) at UW-Stout in 
July 2023 on a first come, first serve basis. The YLC 
is a first-class event put on by the Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative Association (WECA), and the students 

• Aquinas
• Brookwood
• Cashton
• Cornerstone Christian 

Academy
• De Soto
• Hillsboro
• Kickapoo
• La Crosse Central

are chaperoned and transported by a Vernon Electric 
representative. The students who attend the YLC 
will receive an additional $250 added to their VEC 
scholarship. Students will have the option to enter the 
WECA’s Youth Leadership Conference Essay Contest 
and win $1,000 for first place, $500 for second or 
$250 for third. One student from VEC’s service territory 
could potentially win a total of $2,000 worth of 
scholarship money.

$750 Non-Traditional Scholarship
This scholarship is awarded to a member who is 
returning to school in a two- or four-year program at 
least three years after graduating from high school.

$1,000 Line Worker Scholarship
This scholarship is awarded to a high school senior or 
older and an active member of Vernon Electric Co-op. 
If the applicant is a high school senior, their parent or 
legal guardian must be an active member. Enrollment 
in a full-time power line program is required with a 
minimum grade point average of 2.0.

Scholarship applications are available on www.
vernonelectric.org/scholarhips-applications, by calling 
our office or through school counselors. The deadline 
to apply is January 18, 2023.

Member Appreciation Picnic 
Celebrates Membership
Our Member Appreciation Picnic was held from 4-7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
October 26 at our office in Westby. Thank you to all members who attended.

The following members each won a $25 bill credit:

With the correct wire length guess of 76 feet: Mark Boland and Myrna Ottum 

With the correct pumpkin weight guess of 28 pounds: Ralph Barrette and 
Roger Wangen

Random attendance winners: Mike Breckel, Steve Larson, Denise Lepke, 
David Olson, Terrance Rasque, and Agnes Schmitz


